
Corollithion acutum THIERSTEIN, 1972 

Corollithion 
acutum 

Figs. 1-9 - Corollithion acutum THIERSTEIN n. sp. Leg 14-136-8-2, 142-144 em. 1) Scanning electron micro
graph of the proximal side, 6500 x , holotype (3609) A921. 2) Scanning electron micrograph of the proximal 
side, 60° inclined, 7000 x , same specimen as fig . 1. 3) Scanning electron micrograph of the distal side, 6500 x, 
paratype (3606) A922. 4) Phase contra~c, 3200 x , same specimen as fig. 1. 5) Transmitted light, 3200 x, 
same specimen as fig . 1. 6) Cross-polarized light, 3200 x, same specimen as fig. 1. 7) Phase contrast, 3200 
x, same specimen as fig. 3. 8) Transmitted light, 3200 x, same specimen as fig . 3. 9) Cross-polarized light, 

3200 x, same specimen as fig. 3. 

Description: 

The elliptical wall of 40 to 50 nonimbricate elements is surmounted by a narrow rim. The 

central area is spanned by a compressed X-shaped cross with acute angles between the cross

bars in the short axis of the ellipse. 

Dimensions: maximum diameter 6-7 lL· 

Remarks: 

Corollithion acutum n. sp. differs from Corollithion achylosum (STOVER) by having diagonal 

crossbars, whereas Corollithion achylosum (STOVER) has its crossbars approximately in the axes 

of the ellipse. 

Type level: 

Occurrence: Aptian-Campanian. 
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Type locality: 

DSDP Leg 14-136-8-2, 142 em; (Western Atlantic). 

Depository: 

The scanning electron microscope photographic negatives of the holotype, and paratype are 
deposited at the Naturhistorisches Museum Basel and identified by the Author's negative 
number (listed in round brackets) and by the Basel Museum collection number. 
Holotype: (3609) A921; para type: (3606) A922. 

Author: 

Thierstein H., 1972, p. 438, pl. 2, figs. 1-9, in Roth P.H. and Thierstein H. 

Reference: 

Calcareous Nannoplankton: Leg 14 of the Deep Sea Drilling Project. Initial Reports of the 
Deep Sea Drilling Project, vol. 14, pp. 421-486; 16 pis., 16 tabs., 2 text-figs. 
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